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House Defense Bill Provides $257 Million in Funding for B-1 Bomber

                             Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555

                             HOUSE DEFENSE BILL PROVIDES $257 MILLION IN FUNDING                              FOR B-1

Herseth                              Sandlin Secures $3 Million for Defense Projects in                              South Dakota, Supporting B-1 Bomber

Washington,                              DC- Today,                              the House of Representatives passed legislation that                              funds the Department of Defense and related agencies                              through Fiscal Year 2010. Importantly, the legislation                              provides $257 million to develop and maintain the                              B-1 Bomber. Of this amount, $178 million will go toward                              research and development activities while the remaining                              $79 million will be used for upgrades to existing                              aircraft.
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House Defense Bill Provides $257 Million in Funding for B-1 Bomber

“The                              B-1 Bomber is essential to maintaining our long-range                              strike ability and deterring those who seek to do                              us harm,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “In                              meetings with the Chief of Staff of the Air Force                              and other officials, I’ve stressed the importance                              of continuing development of a Next Generation Bomber                              while maintaining our B-1 Bomber fleet and I am pleased                              with the funding provided through this bill.”

In                              addition, Rep. Herseth Sandlin secured funding for                              defense-related projects in South Dakota as well as                              research that directly benefits the B-1 Bomber. Funding                              secured by Rep. Herseth Sandlin includes:

    -  

$1                                million for South Dakota School of Mines and Technology                                to develop Multi-Utility Materials (MUM), materials                                and composite structures for use in Army ground                                vehicle armor and personnel protection applications

    -  

                                $1 million for South Dakota State University to                                develop, prototype, demonstrate, and validate advanced                                alternative power technology (APT) producing highly                                efficient, environmentally clean, less logistically                                constraining, and more cost effective alternative                                energy products for the Army’s space and missile                                defense systems. This program is focused to replace/reduce                                the Army’s Missile Defense Program’s                                dependence on fossil fuels. 

    -  

$1                                million for Boeing to evaluate the potential of                                Active Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) radar                                technology and the technology’s potential                                to significantly improve combat capability of the                                B-1 Bomber to support the plane on the modern battlefield.
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